


Preface

Can you imag ine a war rior go ing out to bat tle with his hel met on,
car ry ing his shield on one arm but hav ing only a ta ble knife in his other
hand? He would cer tainly rep re sent lit tle threat to his en emy!

Un for tu nately, this is a pic ture of many Chris tians in Amer ica to day. 
They lack the weapon that God has spe cifi cally pro vided to de stroy the
works of the devil, Je sus com mands us,

. . . take . . . the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. (Ephe -
si ans 6:17

It ap pears that this de fi ciency is the long term re sult of gos pel; mes -
sages that fo cus on what we can get from God, rather than obey ing His call
to dis ci ple ship and war fare.

The gos pel of the king dom of God is a call to war fare! The Bi ble
calls us the army of God—and an army is made up of war ri ors!

There are two pri mary goals when train ing a war rior for bat tle. First, 
he must come to have con fi dence in his weapon. Sec ond, he must de velop
skill in us ing it. Let us con sider how these two ob jec tive are ad dressed in
be ing trained to wield the sword of the Spirit.



Con fi dence in Our Sword

Cer tain truths are es sen tial foun da tions for other truths. An ex am ple
of such foun da tional truth is the ori gin, authen tic ity and author ity of God’s
word. This is the ba sis of hav ing con fi dence in all that the word de clares to
be true. The fol low ing scrip ture truths pro vide the ba sis for why one can
have ab so lute con fi dence in the word of God. This cer tainty must be
woven into the mind and heart of all who wield the sword of the Spirit.

• God’s word has ex isted from eter nity and has its ori gin in God. Je sus 
is called, “The Word of God” (John 1:1-3).

• All things were cre ated by the word of His mouth (Co los sians 1:16;
He brews 11:3; 2 Pe ter 3:5).

• All cre ated things are held to gether by the word of God (He brews
1:3).

• The word of God is not open to de bate; it is set tled in heaven for God 
has taken His stand upon it (Psalms 119:89).

• God hon ors His word as He does His own name (Psalms 38:2).

• God’s word is eter nal and will not pass away (Mat thew 24:35; 1 Pe -
ter 1:25).

• God’s word al ways ac com plishes that which He sends it to do
(Isaiah 55:11).

• The liv ing word of God is an im per ish able seed through which we
are born again into His fam ily (1 Pe ter 1:23).

• The word of God is spiri tual food for His chil dren (Mat thew 4:4).

Train ing with the Sword

As a young Chris tian, the Lord im pressed me to memo rize scrip ture. 
By obey ing Him, I found it pos si ble over many years to do secu lar work
while also car ry ing a pri mary re spon si bil ity for min is ter ing the word in
church. This is a good dis ci pline of train ing for all Chris tians. One’s faith
in the word will grow within us the more we hear, study and medi tate upon
it (Ro mans 10:17).

Thy word were found and I ate them, and Thy words be came for me
a joy and de light of my heart . . . (Jere miah 15:16)
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There are two key as pects of train ing that in volve dis ci pline on our
part. One is to learn the word of God, and the other is to obey it. Memo riz -
ing scrip ture is a good place to start. It is like com mit ting a spiri tual road
map to mem ory; it shows us how to walk be fore God.

Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light top my path. (Psalms
119:105)

Thy word I have treas ured (i.e. hid) in my heart that I may not sin
against Thee. (Psalms 119:11)

How can a young man keep his way pure? By keep ing it ac cord ing to 
Thy word. (Psalms 119:8)

The word of God is not a magic for mula where we ex pect re sults by
sim ply be liev ing and pro claim ing cer tain scrip ture as truth. There are rules
of con duct, three in par ticu lar, that we musts learn to ob serve in or der to
wield the sword ef fec tively.

First of all, we must never dis honor the word by con duct that is con -
trary to the word (Ti tus 2:5). We are to live what we preach!

All scrip ture is in spired by God and prof it able for teach ing, for re -
proof, for cor rec tion, for train ing in right eous ness; that the man of
God may be ade quate, equipped for every good work. (2 Timo thy
3:16-17)

Sec ond, we must not adul ter ate God’s word with our per sonal in ter -
pre ta tions and ideas (2 Cor in thi ans 4:2).

Fi nally, we must not mix re lig ious tra di tion with God’s word so as to 
in vali date what He has de clared to be truth (Mat thew 15:6).

It is said that prac tice makes per fect; as one learns the word of God
and prac tices do ing it he will be come skilled in wield ing the sword of the
Spirit.

But prove your selves do ers of the word, and not merely hear ers who
de lude them selves. (James 1:22)

The blood of Christ cleanses us from sins we have com mit ted; obey -
ing the word of God will keep us clean from sin ning (John 15:3-5; Ephe si -
ans 5:25-27). Re mem ber how the Lord has prayed for us:

Sanc tify them (His dis ci ples) in the truth; Thy word is truth. (John
17:17)

Re mem ber that, at the end, we will all be judged by the word of the
Lord (John 12:47-48).
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Wielding the Sword in Battle

The fol low ing verse is an ex cel lent ex pres sion of suc cess in wield -
ing the sword of the Spirit:

So the word of the Lord was grow ing might ily and pre vail ing. (Acts
19:20)

The fol low ing are a number of rea sons why the church in Amer ica
to day does not have such suc cess de spite the great com mu ni ca tion tech nol -
ogy at its dis posal.

• A su per fi cial, sub jec tive gos pel is of ten preached which is de fi cient
in call ing con verts to true re pen tance and to come un der the Lord -
ship of Christ.

• Some min is ters who preach god li ness do not al ways live it. God’s
king dom can not be built by those whose hearts are dis obe di ent to -
ward the Lord; and Sa tan knows who they are. Those who love the
Lord will keep His word (John 14:23; 1 John 2:5).

• Some min is ters have been set apart by re lig ious bod ies to pro claim
their par ticu lar em pha sis, and they may not be man ap proved by
God. Such min is try serves to di vide the body of Christ. God must
ap prove us as His la bor ers.

Be dili gent to pres ent your selves ap proved by God as a work man
who does not need to be ashamed, han dling ac cu rately the word of
truth. (2 Timo thy 2:15)

• Some min is tries have re placed spiri tual truths with psy cho logi cal
goals of build ing self- love, self- esteem and self- potential in their
audi ence. They seek to move peo ple in the realm of their souls by
feed ing their in tel lect and stir ring emo tions. They seek to ex alt one’s 
self- life rather than pro claim ing the mes sage of the cross which de -
clares that our car nal self- life was cru ci fied with Christ (Ga la tians
2:20; Ro mans 6:6)

For the word of the cross is to those who are per ish ing fool ish ness,
but to us who are be ing saved it is the power of God. (1 Cor in thi ans
1:18)

To coun ter such er rors, we must wield a sword that is sharp! Per sua -
sive ar gu ments, even with cor rect words, are not enough. The power of the
Holy Spirit must en dorse our words. Words alone only af fect the mind; no
per ma nent good can come un less hearts are touched.
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For the king dom of God does not con sist in words, but in power. (1
Cor in thi ans 4:20)

And my mes sage and my preach ing was not in per sua sive words of
wis dom, but in dem on stra tion of the Spirit and power, that your
faith should not rest on the wis dom of men, but on the power of God.
(1 Cor in thi ans 2:4-5)

The Spirit of truth re veals the word of truth to all whose hearts are
open to re ceive it (John 16:13-16; 1 John 2:27). We are to be filled with the
Holy Spirit so that His unc tion is upon the words we preach (2 Cor in thi ans
3:6). Our gos pel should al ways ex alt the Lord Je sus for it is called the gos -
pel of the glory of Christ (2 Cor in thi ans 4:3-4). The word made alive by the 
Holy Spirit is the law by which we live and move and have our be ing in
Christ (John 6:63).

For the word of God is liv ing and ac tive and sharper than any two-
 edged sword, pierc ing as far as the di vi sion of soul and spirit, of
both joints and mar row, and able to judge the thoughts and in ten -
tions of the heart. (He brews 4:12)

The word of God not only de stroys the works of Sa tan by re deem ing 
lost men and women, but is also builds up, strength ens and sanc ti fies be -
liev ers in Christ. As char ac ter and wis dom grow in those who obey the
word, there will come an unc tion of the Holy Spirit upon them to im part
truth through body min is try to oth ers (Prov erbs 15:1-2; 16:21-24; Ro mans
15:14; Ephe si ans 4:15, 25, 29; Co los sians 4:6; James 3:17-18).

Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wis dom
teach ing and ad mon ish ing one an other with psalms and hymns and
spiri tual songs, sing ing with thank ful ness in your heart to the Lord.
(Co los sians 3:16)

And we pro claim Him, ad mon ish ing every man and teach ing every
man with all wis dom, that we may pres ent every man com plete in
Christ. (Co los sians 1:28)

What is the out come then, breth ren? When you as sem ble, each one
has a teach ing, has a reve la tion, has a tongue, has an in ter pre ta -
tion, let all things be done for edi fi ca tion. (1 Cor in thi ans 14:26)

Let us con sider how to stimu late one an other to love and good
deeds, not for sak ing our own as sem bling to gether, as is the habit of
some, but en cour ag ing one an other; and all the more as you see  the 
day draw ing near. (He brews 10:24-25)
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But en cour age one an other day af ter day, as long as it is still called
“to day,” lest any one of you be hard ened by the de ceit ful ness of sin.
(He brews 3:13)

It can be said of those who have faiths and stead fastly do the word of 
God, that His word abides in them. This is the mark of a strong war rior for
the Lord!

. . . I have writ ten to you, young men be cause you are strong, and the
word of God abides in you and you have over come the evil one. (1
John 2:14)

If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask what you wish,
and it shall be done for you. (John 15:7)

Fi nally, who ever is of God will hear the word of God (John 8:47).
There fore, our re spon si bil ity is to al ways preach the pure word and not pre -
judge who will re spond to it.

Con clu sion

This tract is not only a man ual of in struc tion, it has also been writ ten
as a tool. Every scrip ture, whether quoted or ref er enced, has been se lected
be cause it ex presses an im por tant truth.

I chal lenge read ers, es pe cially the youth and new con verts, to com -
mit these verses to mem ory. They have been ar ranged be low in the or der of
books from which they were se lected:

• Psalm 119:8, 11, 89, 105: 138:2

• Prov erbs 15:1-2; 16:21-24

• Isaiah 55:11

• Jere miah 15:16

• Mat thew 4:4; 15:6; 24:35

• John 1:1-3; 6:63; 8:47; 12:47-48; 14:23: 16:13-16; 17:17

• Acts 19:20

• Ro mans 6:6; 10:17; 15:14

• 1 Cor in thi ans 1:18; 2:4-5; 4:20; 14:26

• 2 Cor in thi ans 3:6; 4:2-4

• Ga la tians 2:20
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• Ephe si ans 4:15, 25, 29; 5:25-27; 6:17

• Co los sians 1:16, 28; 3:16; 4:6

• 2 Timo thy 2:15; 3:16-17

• Ti tus 2:5

• He brews 1:3; 3:13; 4:12; 10:24-25; 11:3

• James 1:22; 3:17-18

• 1 Pe ter 1:23, 25

• 2 Pe ter 3:5

• 1 John 2:5, 14, 27


